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ABSTRACT

A glass house study was conducted to evaluate the contribution of indigenous arbuscular mycorrhiza fungi (AMF)
in improving maize yield grown on sandy loam of Northern Lombok. The package of organic fertilizers treatments
were tested including: without inoculation of mycorrhiza, inoculation mycorrhiza and no added inorganic fertilizers,
inoculation of mycorrhiza with cattle manure added, inoculation of mycorrhiza with rock phosphate added and
inoculation mycorrhiza with inorganic fertilizers. The treatments were arranged using a Completely Randomized
Design with four replications. The results of the study show that the inoculation of AMF significantly increased
soil concentration of N, available-P, K and organic-C by 37.39%, 60.79%, 66.66% and 110.15% respectively observed
at 60 days after sowing (DAS). The similar trend was also  found at 100 DAS, where those nutrients increased by
21.48%, 69%, 43.93% and 37.07%, respectively compared to control. The improving of soil fertility status was also
reflected by nutrients uptake (i.e. N, P, K, Ca) as well as growth and yield of maize. N, P, K and Ca uptake increased
by 1,608%, 1,121%, 533% and 534%, respectively. Roots and top dry biomass at 60 DAS increased by 718.40% and
337.67%, respectively. The trend increased of the biomass was followed by observation at 100 DAS. Yield components
including cobs, grain and weight of 100 grains increased by 313.60%, 411.84% and 137.54%, respectively. In
addition, the inoculation of AM with F2 contributed significantly to the spore numbers and root infection.

 J Trop Soils, Vol. 18, No. 1, 2013: 53-58
 ISSN 0852-257X

INTRODUCTION

Available online at:
http://journal.unila.ac.id/index.php/tropicalsoil
DOI: 10.5400/jts.2012.18.1.53

Keywords: Arbuscular mycorrhiza, dryland, maize yield, soil fertility

The development of sustainable dryland farming
system has special constrains dealing with limiting
factors of crop production in particular low of soil
fertility status. The soil fertility problems such as
poor soil organic matter (SOM), low of essential
nutrients availability as well as low of water retention
have mainly considered responsible to low crop
productivity in the dryland farming system and
therefore it also often associated with poor farmers
in the tropical semi-arid of Lombok and possibly in
other tropical semi-arid region in eastern part of
Indonesia.

The soil organic matter improves soil fisico-
chemical and biological properties. Soils with high
content of soil organic matter mostly performe better
growth and yield of food crops including maize,
soybean and rice. However, sandy soils containing
very low soil organic matter in particular often have
poor soil structure and unstable aggregate. Those

soils have low nutrients and water retention capacity
as well as low buffering capacity (Perner et al.
2007) which influence soil microbial activities
(Khalvati et al. 2010). Soil organic matter is used
by microorganisms as an energy source for their
metabolism. In general, population of soil
microorganisms tend to decrease along with
decreasing of soil organic matter and therefore it
inhibits the biochemical reaction (Hassen et al.
2001).

Improving soil fertility status can be conducted
through several ways such as addition of
phosphorous fertilizers and arbuscular mycorrhiza
fungi (AMF). A substance mostly used as phosphor
sources for soil is rock phosphate. The use of rock
phosphate for fertilizing soils often has better effect
to the phosphor availability compared to that of using
SP-36 due to slow release of P from rock phosphate
(Kabirun 2002). The positive effect of roots-AMF
infection is that it can increase nutrients and water
retention, nutrients uptake, growth and crops yield
grown under dryland farming system (Smith et al.
2010). Astiko (2009) confirmed that friendly
environmental fertilizing in which mycrorrhiza being
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inoculated on maize resulted in higher degree of
infection along with number of spores, growth and
yields compared to that plant without innoculation
of mycorrhiza. The AM forms symbiosis with plant
roots in all major terristrial biomass (Smith et al.
2010). Therefore with application of mycorrhiza in
soils in which cattle manure also being applied could
develop symbiotic interaction and produced
extensive root systems that ennhaced P uptake by
plant were also confirmed in this study. This possibly
resulted in increasing effectiveness of in acquisation
of relatively immobile nutients such as P (Gahoonia
and Nielsen 2004). In addition, production of
exudates containing organic acids by cluster roots
can enhance the availability of insoluble P and
eventually it becomes availbale for plant and
improves root proliferation of maize grown in Sandy
soils. Mycorrhiza produces external mycelium in
rizhosphere and therefore it will increase the amount
of wáter and nutrient retention due to increase of
organic matter and other soil physical properties.
(Drew et al. 2003; Smith and Read 2008). This
fenomenon occures due to better availability of
nutrients as well as better roots proliferation (Antoun
and Kloepper 2001). Similar results were also
reported in irrigated farming system by Sastrahidayat
et al. (2001). However, similar reports under dryland
condition seem to very limited in Indonesia.

This study was aimed to evaluate the role of
indigenous mycorrhiza in combination with cattle
manure in improving maize yield (Zea mays, L) under
a glass house study using a sandy loam of dryland
Northern Lombok, Eastern of Indonesia.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Study Site and Design

A glass house-pot trial using soil sample of
sandy loam soil from Northern Lombok was
conducted in Faculty of Agriculture, Mataram
University. Some package of organic fertilizers were
tested as treatments. Those were involve: F0 as
control (without fertilizers and no AMF inoculation),
F1: AMF inoculation without chemical fertilizers
(CF), F2: AMF inoculation plus cattle manure (CM)
added, F3: AMF inoculation plus rock phosphate
(RP), and F4: AMF inoculation plus CF. The
treatments were arranged using a Completely
Randomized Design (CRD) with four replications.

Inoculum and Fertilizers

Inoculation of AMF was done at the time of
sowing. The inoculum of AMF (20 g per pot) was
layered at 10 cm depth. The inoculum AMF was

made from residual roots mixed with spore and
powder medium. Maize seeds of Bisma Variety (2
seeds per pot) were sown at 3 cm depth and after
14 days after sowing (14 DAS), there was only one
plant per pot remained. Fertilizers sources used were
mycorrhiza, cattle manure, rock phosphate, Urea,
and SP36. Rock phosphate and cattle manure were
applied at rate of 4.8 and 6.0 g per plant, respectively
and inorganic fertilizers of Urea and SP-36 were
applied at rate of 1.5 g and 0.6 g per plant. Those
fertilizers were banded 5 cm from plant  at depth of
7 cm. Harvest was conducted at 100 DAS.

Plant and Soil Observation

Variables dealing with soil fertility status (N, P,
K, organic-C and soil pH) were measured before
sowing and at 60 and 100 DAS. The agronomic
variables such as: top and roots dry weight biomass
(60 DAS and 100 DAS),  nutrients uptake (N, P, K,
and Ca) at 60 DAS  and components yield of maize
(cops, grain and 100 grain weight). The dry weight
of the agronomic variables were measured after
oven drying at 60 oC for 48 hours. Variables related
to AMF activities including fungi population, roots
percentage infections were also measured. Plant
analysis for N was determined using Kjeldhal
method, P using spectrophotometer, C-organic with
colorimetric method according to Walkley and
Black, K and Ca was recorded using Atomic
Adsorption Spectrophotometer (AAS).

Spore Measurement

Mycorrhiza population was observed using a
wet sieving technique according to Brundrett et al.
(1996). The last supranatan resulted from last
filtering (38 µm) was added with 60% of sucrosa
solution and subsequently centrifused at 3000 rpm
for 10 minute (Daniel and Skipper 1982). The
harvested spore were stored on the Whatman paper
with permanent ink marked of 0.5 × 0.5 cm. Counting
of mycoriza population was done using  stereo
microscope (extended 40×). Calculation of roots
percentage infections was conducted using
modification of clearing and staining method
(Kormanik and McGraw 1982), counted with the
Gridline Intersect technique (Giovenneti and Mosse
1980) under stereo-microcope observation.

Data Analysis

The effects of treatment were determined by
using analysis of variance (ANOVA) and followed
by further tests using Least Significant Difference
(LSD) at 5% level  and all were using the MStat
program.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Soil Chemical Properties

The treatment package of fertilizers containing
of inoculation of mycorrhiza plus CM significantly
improved soil chemical properties particularly
increased concentration of soil N, available P, K,
and total organic-C. The concentration of those
variables were significantly different from other
treatments (control, without fertilizers and no AMF
F inoculation, AMF inoculation without CF, AMF
inoculation plus RP and AMF inoculation plus CF)
as presented in Table 1.

The highest concentration of soil nutrients (N,
P, K, and C-org) were at AMF inoculation plus CM
added (Table 1) and it a actually suggested the better
biological performance of AM compared to other
treatments. It is important to note that the AMF
combined with CM increased N, P, K and C-org by
37.39%, 60.79%, 66.66% and 110.15%,
respectively at 60 DAS. The trend was also
followed by observation at 100 DAS eventhough
getting smaller than that observed at 60 DAS (21.48%,
69 %, 43.93% and 37.07% for N, P, K and C-org,
respectively). Thus, the AM in combination with
organic sources such as CM tended to have better
positive contribution to soil fertility status.

Previous results by Warnock et al. (2007)
showed that enrichment of AMF could be escalated
using addit ion of organic matter and both
combination had a positive effect on improving soil
physico-chemical properties and therefore it was
beneficial for soil microorganisms activities. This

Fertilizers package treatments N 
(g kg-1) 

P 
(mg kg-1) 

K 
(cmol kg-1) 

Org-C 
(g kg-1) 

pH 
 

60 DAS 
Control, without fertilizers 
AM inoculation without CF 
AM inoculation plus CM 
AM inoculation plus RP 
AM inoculation plus CF 

 
1.2 a 
1.4 b 
1.6 c 
1.4 d 
1.3 e 

 
22.37 a 
25.13 b 
35.97 c 
27.12 d 
27.75 d 

 
0.51 a 
0.61 b 
0.85 c 
0.78 d 
0.60 b 

 
12.8 a 
19.4 b 
26.9 c 
24.5 c 
19.4 b 

 
6.24 a 
6.44 b 
6.04 c 
7.13 d 
6.20 e 

100 DAS 
Control, without fertilizers 
AM inoculation without CF 
AM inoculation plus CM 
AM inoculation plus RP 
AM inoculation plus CF 

 
1.4 a 
1.5 b 
1.6 c 
1.6 d 
1.5 b 

 
23.81 a 
25.79 b 
40.24 c 
29.04 d 
25.58 b 

 
0.66 a 
0.82 b 
0.95 c 
0.89 d 
0.83 b 

 
20.5 a 
21.4 b 
28.1 c 
24.4 d 
22.7 e 

 
6.21 a 
6.29 b 
6.20 a 
6.60 c 
6.20 a 

Before experiment    1.1        13.82        0.57        12.1         6.25 
 

Table 1.  Soil chemical properties (N, P, K, organic-C and soil pH) after harvesting under different
treatments.

Numbers followed by same letter within coloum are not significant different (p 0.05) by LSD test.

signifies that better sinergy of the inoculated AMF-
tretment in combination to CM, as previously
confirmerd by Kato and Miura (2008). Higher soil
extractable-P was found in this study was not only
due to indirect contribution of CM in improving soil
fertility status but also related to a positive
contribution of mycorrhiza in producing phosphatase
enzyme, for mineralization of organic-P in soil
(Crowley and Rengel 2000; Joner and Johansen
2000) and resulted in enhancing insoluble-P in soils
(Orcut and Nilsen 2000).

Nutrient Uptake, Growth and Yield of Maize

Improvement of soil properties as presented in
Table 1, particularly at AMF inoculation plus CM
was also reflected by nutrient uptake data (Figure
1). The AMF in combination with CM increased
nutrients uptake of N, P, K and Ca of maize by
1,608%, 1,121%, 533% and 534%, respectively.
Increasing P uptake of plants due to AM inoculation
had also been widely reported by previous authors
(Sudova and Vosatka 2007; Angel et al. 2007;
Deguchi et al. 2007). Higher P-uptake possibly was
due to phosphatase activity from external hyfa of
AMF in rhizosphere (Widiastuti et al. 2003).

Increase in P-uptake will promote nutrients
balance in plant and therefore it can induce plant in
uptaking other essential nutrients (i.e. N, K, and Ca).
For example, sufficient K in plant in particular which
is accumulated mainly in shoots and roots will
promote the cortex tissue of plant in establishing
new cells, and eventually it can maintain turgor
(Schweiger et al. 2007; Smith et al. 2010). Improved
of soil nutrients availability as well as plant-nutrients
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uptake (data in Table 1 and Figure 2) perform better
growth and yield of maize (Figure 3)

The better biological activity performed by
treatment AMF inoculation plus CM was also
reflected by higher increasing of roots, tops dry
biomass and component yields (i.e. cobs, grains, and
100 grains weight). Total roots and tops dry biomass
were observed at 60 DAS by 718.40% and 337.67%,
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Figure 2. Roots and tops dry biomass of maize  at 60 and 100 DAS under different package of organic
fertilizers.  = dry roots and  = dry shoot.
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respectively. The higher trend of total dry biomass
of those components compared to control were
continued at 100 DAS by 1,102.11% (roots) and
390.25% (tops). Componen yields including cobs,
grain, and 100 grain weight resulted from different
treatments are presented in Figure 3.

Component yields of cobs, grain and 100 grains
weight were significantly higher at AMF inoculation

Figure 3. Component yields of maize (  = cobs,  = grain and  =100 grain dry weight)  under
different package of organic fertilizers.
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Figure 1. Nutrient uptake of N,P, K and Ca of maize at different combination package of the organic
fertilizers combination on sandy loams of Nothern Lombok.  = F0,  = F1,  = F2,  = F3,
and  = F4.
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Table 2.  Biological activity of mycorrhiza (number of spores and percentage of infections)
under different treatments.

Fertilizers package 
 treatments  

Number of spores 
(spores 100 g soil-1) 

Percent roots  infection 
(%) 

30 DAS 
Control, without fertilizers 
AM inoculation without CF 
AM inoculation plus CM 
AM inoculation plus RP 
AM inoculation plus CF 

 
512 

1,169 
1,977 
1,582 
1,209 

 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

60 DAS 
Control, without fertilizers 
AM inoculation without CF 
AM inoculation plus CM 
AM inoculation plus RP 
AM inoculation plus CF 

 
1,441 a 
2,231 b 
3,057 c 
2,443 d 
2,360 e 

 
24 a 
49 b 
84 c 
64 d 
46 e 

100 DAS 
Control, without fertilizers 
AM inoculation without CF 
AM inoculation plus CM 
AM inoculation plus RP 
AM inoculation plus CF 

 
2,344 a 
2,927 b 
3,785 c 
3,262 d 
2,938 e 

 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Before experiment 371 - 
 Numbers followed by same letter within coloum are not significant different (p 0.05) by LSD test.

plus CM treated plants compared to other treatments.
Cobs, grain and 100 grains weight increased by
313.60%, 411.84% and 137.54%, respectively.

The results found in this study are in accordance
with Sudova dan Vosatka (2007) who reported that
mycoriza inoculated-plants performed higher
consentration of P compared to without mycoriza
inoculated-plants. This signifies that AMF induce P
uptake. Phosphorus is an essensial nutrient to support
reproduction, and therefore P deficiency inhibits
formation of flower, cobs, and filling grain formation
(Muchane et al. 2010).

Mycorrhizal Activity

Biological activities of AMF performed by
number of spores per 100 g of soils and roots
percentage infections are presented in Table 2.

Number of spores observed at treatment AMF
inoculation plus CM increased by 112.14% at 60 DAS
and 61.47% at 100 DAS while roots infections
percentage was 250% greater compared to control.
The numbers of spores was consistently getting higher
along with  higher growth development or increased
crops age. Increased of spore as well as roots
infection of maize (Clark 1997; Sylvia 2005) as
observed at AM inoculation plus CM (Table 2)
suggested better biological activities of AMF at rooting
zone. Similar results was also previously observed
by Viti et al. (2010). Higher roots infections in

particular found at AMF inoculation plus CM
treatment was possibly due to improvement of rooting
zone environment which stimulated better roots
proliferation (Mouoglis and widden 1996; Nagahashi
et al. 1996; Van der Heijden et al. 2001).

CONCLUSIONS

The package of mycorrhiza in combination with
cattle manure under maize cropping system
contributed significantly to improve soil chemical
properties particularly for total organic-C, N, available-
P and K on sandy loam of Northern Lombok.
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